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Should your website be in WordPress?
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Why is WordPress the most popular CMS?
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What is Wordpress?
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Wordpress is a free website creation platform. In layman's terms, we can say that 
Wordpress is a kind of software which helps us build our app - we can focus on the 
look, feel and use of each feature, without going too deep into the nitty-gritty of 
making a website. That said, building websites with Wordpress still requires a lot of 
work to be put in. Whether you are a developer or a total newbie, this is always a 
complex process.

Wordpress has been around since 2003, and it was made as a collaboration between 
Matt Mullenweg and Mike Little. 

It is completely free and open-source. This means that it has been given to us for 
free, but also that any creation or discovery of ours can be used by others for free, 
too. Wordpress uses a General Public License, currently on version 2.
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The more technical side of Wordpress
On a more technical level, Wordpress is a CMS. What is a CMS? It’s an acronym for 
Content Management System. A content management system is a tool which helps 
customers update content on their website, without having to have any previous 
programming knowledge. This mostly refers to posting articles, but can mean a lot 
more if there’s someone experienced using the system.

Since we are talking about the technical side of all of this, why not get even more 
technical? The things that actually power Wordpress are programming languages. 
It is built on PHP and MySQL, and heavily uses HTML, CSS and JavaScript, and the 
developers who are working with Wordpress have to be capable in all of these 
languages.
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Extensibility
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Wordpress is so attractive exactly because of it’s scalability and extensibility. What do 
I mean when I say that it’s extensible? I’m talking about Wordpress’ plugins and 
themes. 

A plugin is a software that extends the basic functionality and features of the 
website, to help us personalize it or our unique needs. 

A theme is a collection of templates and stylesheets that define the appearance, 
functionality and display of a Wordpress site. An interesting acronym sits in the 
middle of the Wordpress theme discussion, and that is the WYSIWYG - What You See 
Is What You Get, meaning that the user can see the changes they make live, as they 
configure them. While we’re on this topic, I believe you might wonder if it is possible 
to program a WP theme, from top to bottom? Yes, it absolutely is, though it will be 
time and money consuming.



One thing you should keep in mind when making a WP website is hosting. Hosting isn’t the topic for this webinar so I won’t go 
into too much detail, but the gist of it is that, once you build up your website, you have to host it somewhere, so that it can 
go live.
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Wordpress itself has a version that deals with 
this, but it isn’t a recommendable option. See, 
there are two routes you can go to begin making 
your website. You can either go to 
wordpress.com, or you can go to wordpress.org. 
Don’t be fooled by the similarity of these two 
internet places. The difference is quite big.

Hosting
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While wordpress.org allows you to make your own website however you see fit, with 
all the content and ads that you want to place there, wordpress.com (which is 
powered by wordpress.org, actually) limits some of those freedoms. It offers you 
troubleshooting and handling of all the technical aspects of your website, but it 
takes from you just as much - both in terms of money and the aforementioned 
freedom. You don't truly own your website if you are making it on .com. Another 
difference is that .org needs a hosting service and a domain name - which means it 
requires more work and more technical knowledge, whereas .com is self-hosted, 
and does some of the work for you. Going the easy route here won’t be the better 
choice, though, as I said above. 



The Wordpress admin panel is very intuitive and to-the-point - you won’t spend hours on end trying to figure out that one 
button for publishing a post, because it’s all made very clear-cut and dry.
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Another strong point in Wordpress’ favor is SEO.

What is SEO? The acronym stands for Search Engine Optimization. Basically 
what this means is optimizing your website to be as searchable as possible - it 
means that, the better your SEO, the more chance you have of showing up 
higher on the list of search results after someone types in a term similar to 
keywords on your website. It is crucial for attracting customers, readers and 
visitors to your website - the higher you rank in search engines, the more traffic 
you will get.

More features
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More features
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The most important elements of SEO are always the same: relevant keywords, quality 
links, and the amount of complex, useful content on the site. Mobile responsiveness 
also plays a large part in SEO ranking criteria.

Wordpress is inherently search-friendly, since it’s been built as a platform for online 
publishing, but this is made even more so with SEO plugins.
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The numbers

Over 40% of all websites on the Internet are powered by Wordpress - a truly 
huge number, especially if you consider that WP’s biggest competitor, Shopify, 
only has about 4%. Impressive, right? (Source)

Speaking of numbers, this isn’t the only large number that WP boasts! It has 
over 50 000 free plugins, and more than 8 000 free themes. And I’m just 
counting the free ones. 

More than 500 new Wordpress websites emerge every single day, as opposed to 
Shopify’s 60/80 per day. We really have nothing against Shopify - it definitely 
has its strengths, but Wordpress is absolutely better.

https://w3techs.com/technologies/overview/content_management
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Who else is using WordPress?

You can make any type of website using it, thanks to the large number of 
themes and plugins it uses, as well as the fact that you can use custom coding 
if you wish to - both the frontend and the backend are modifiable.

Who else uses wordpress? You’re definitely in good company! If the numbers 
weren’t enough to convince you, maybe some of these well-renowned names 
and institutions will. The whitehouse.gov website is powered by Wordpress. 
Microsoft, The Rolling Stones, New York Times, Spotify, The Walt Disney 
Company and even Facebook Newsroom.

In the beginning, Wordpress was only meant for blogs, but thanks to the changes made by Wordpress programming 
team, the number of uses it has now is now much, much greater. It still produces quite a lot of blogs, but the core 
concept of Wordpress is now different. Many businesses use it, as well as eCommerce stores, forums, membership 
sites, etc. 
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The CMS alternatives
As mentioned above, Wordpress isn’t the only CMS out there. It is just the most popular one. All the platforms are 
incredibly similar, but there are some differences that can tell us which one is the best choice for us. 

Joomla, for instance, comes closely behind Wordpress, but there is one thing that ensures Wordpress’s higher ranking: 
Joomla is more technical and not as friendly to beginners. This means that you can create powerful custom features, but 
if you’re not great with coding, you might want to take a different route. Joomla is more social-media oriented, and it has 
a good system for eCommerce.

Drupal is another CMS giant. It is favored amongst government, higher education institutions and global enterprises. It’s 
got unique customization features. Drupal is not for all users - one has to be very tech savvy to be able to make a Drupal 
website. If you don’t have an experienced web developer on the team, don’t go with Drupal.
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...with a grain of salt
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Sure, I’ve spent the past how many pages tooting all horns in Wordpress’s favor. Does 
all this mean that WordPress is perfect?

Unfortunately, no. Like all things in life, Wordpress has some weaknesses.

Some things to take into consideration:
● Potential security leaks
● The cost of special themes and plugins 
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The concerns
As mentioned at the beginning, WordPress is open-source. This  means that its code is available publicly online for 
everyone to see and contribute to. While that might speed up the development of new features, that also makes 
WordPress very appealing to hackers and scammers, as they can see the code and find vulnerabilities and exploits to 
spam your users, insert links to pornographic content, spread computer viruses, user ransomware, or do a plethora of 
other scary things to earn some money at your expense. 

Furthermore, if you take into account that developing WordPress sites requires developers with a wide spectrum of skills, 
including HTML, CSS, JavaScript, PHP, databases and knowledge of WordPress internals, developing WordPress 
websites becomes expensive and slow. While we're talking about speed - WordPress websites can be slow because 
WordPress is very complex, and scaling it is difficult and expensive when you need to serve hundreds of thousands, or 
even millions of customers. Your customers don't really care about the reasoning when your shop stops working because 
some hackers had their fun with it, and they will lose their patience if your website doesn't load quickly enough. Keep in 
mind that the average human attention span is currently reduced, and you now have less than 8 seconds to load your 
website and present your content and give a sales pitch. Speed is paramount, not only for customer satisfaction, but also 
for SEO and search engine satisfaction.
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For the last couple of years, a new trend has been growing - and it's called 
JAMSTACK. The point of JAMSTACK is to serve static websites, but they rebuild and 
change after each content change. JAMSTACK is a new, modern way of building 
blazing fast and secure websites. The JAMSTACK contains JavaScript, an API, and a 
Markup layer. These websites are served through CDNs or Content Delivery 
Networks, which copy your website to servers across the globe, to serve your 
customers from the location closest to them, so they always have an amazing 
experience no matter where they are. The best thing is - you don't have to manage it 
or do anything once you publish, as everything is automated for you.

THE ALTERNATIVE
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JAMSTACK
JAMSTACK sites are serverless, so you don't have to manage or worry about servers either. And you don't need any 
sysadmins or to spend extra money on security. JAMSTACK sites automatically and cheaply scale to support millions of 
customers, all without breaking a sweat. Also, changing hosts is relatively easy to do with JAMSTACK.

 It's also easy for developers, as they only need to know HTML, CSS, and 
JavaScript. That also speeds up the development process and reduces costs. You 
get results faster, and developers and the entire development process is more 
productive.

 Developers use ready tools, like Gatsby, Next.js, Nuxt, Hugo, or Vuepress, in 
frameworks and libraries they already use and know, like Vue.js, React, or Angular. 

Jamstack has revolutionized the way we think about building for the web by 
providing a simpler developer experience, better performance, lower cost, and 
greater scalability.



THERIGHTSTREET.DIGITAL> DIGITAL LEARNING

Today, there are a few big platforms that have specialized in serving JAMSTACK 
websites. The whole JAMSTACK trend, which meant going back to the basics - 
speed, performance, and security, like in the good old 90s, was coined and started 
by Netlify's CEO in 2015. The JAMSTACK movement has picked up the pace in 2018, 
with the first JAMSTACK conference. The JAMSTACK trend is on fire currently, and it 
has been mainstream for the last 2 years. Netlify is one of the biggest JAMSTACK 
hosting platforms, with over 2 million customers. Netlify is a perfect replacement for 
WordPress, as it has a built-in CMS, a contact page, and automatic deployments 
when something changes. If you need to create a more complicated app, especially 
if it's accompanied by a mobile app, then you can make use of Google's Firebase, 
which also gives you features like built-in databases, machine learning, push 
notifications, A/B split testing, a realtime database for chats, user profiles with 
ready login, password reset and registration, and much more. 

THE JAMSTACK TREND
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Amazon has also joined the JAMSTACK game, and provides its AWS Amplify service 
to host JAMSTACK sites with a plethora of additional services, comparable to 
Google's offer. So, to sum up, if you need a CMS site, go with Netlify, and if you have a 
more complex app, like an e-commerce store, go with Firebase or Amplify.

AWS has a set of 5 pillars that they consider to be a Well-Architected application:
● Operational Excellence
● Security
● Reliability
● Performance Efficiency
● Cost Optimization. 

AWS
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Out-of-the-box, Jamstack apps hit all of these pillars. By delivering an app from 
static hosting, you’re:
● Limiting the number of moving pieces required to deliver that app
● Providing an app that will infinitely scale, suffering from less downtime
● Exposing fewer attack surfaces for bad actors
● Delivering the website fast as its mostly static files
● Spending less money on (static) hosting

Your website still has a functioning search, user profiles, can handle payments, send 
emails, and everything else a complex web app should be able to do. Cloud functions 
are used to do this. And all of this is done without sacrificing speed, security, or 
costs. Even though the website is static, any change can trigger a rebuild and your 
website content is deployed and updated in a matter of seconds or minutes. 

JAMSTACK
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JAMSTACK
 JAMSTACK sites are static, as they are served as HTML, CSS, 
and JavaScript files, but these refresh only when you make a 
change. So, JAMSTACK uses server resources much more 
efficiently, which reduces your hosting costs dramatically. 

And with JAMSTACK you're in good company, too - sites like 
Figma, Venmo, DigitalOcean, Visit Iceland, Peloton, and Louis 
Vuitton, are all JAMSTACK sites. What's even better, when using 
services like Firebase to host your web app, it's very simple to 
support and offer the same functionality for your mobile apps - 
your users, logins, all data, is already there, ready to be used in 
your mobile app.
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JAMSTACK
The Jamstack isn’t immune to criticism and has its own set of challenges, though. Much of the criticism comes from 
advocates of solutions like WordPress or Ruby on Rails where, with those tools, you can spin up an entire project on its 
own, along with a rich set of features baked in. With WordPress, you don’t have to think about a front-end vs a back-end. It 
delivers the entire solution, with user and content management which ultimately serves a rendered website. In the 
Jamstack world, many of the pieces of a web project are decoupled, which requires savvy developers. 

Like any architecture or set of tools, it’s important that you weigh the pros and cons for the needs of your project, instead 
of being dogmatic about a particular solution. That also means to check your assumptions about WordPress.

Not everything is perfect, of course, and everything has its downsides. The biggest downsides of JAMSTACK compared 
to WordPress or traditional solutions are sometimes increased complexity to deliver dynamic features, and a lack of 
plugins, which means you cannot make any structural changes without developer help. But, the upsides of having no 
servers, no security flaws, increased speed (and through all of these increased content consumption and sales), as well 
as speed of development, are all reasons enough to bring your website into the 21st century!
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